
Chapter 3

Christy Hydeck’s 
Ideas for
Still-Life Field Trips and Photo Shoots 

You’re never too old to play with toys! 

A few years back, I stumbled across a Flickr group called “The Secret Life of Toys.”  The plethora of ideas, con-
cepts and originality amazed me.  Miniature model figurines, Legos, Star Wars toys, dolls and other popular 
action heroes were placed into various scenes that ranged from topics like bad puns to classic reenactments.  Not 
only did it look like great fun but it was a creative challenge that I fully intended to try. Life got busy and the idea 
eventually got buried.  

I had all but forgotten about it until an Instagram user (bbyrd) started sharing her mobile photography that 
incorporated miniature model figurines. The images made me smile and prompted me to grab a few of my very 
own to experiment with. It is an activity that has grown into a regular play date with my guy. We have such fun 
sharing both laughter and creativity as we brainstorm scenarios and adventures for our miniatures to get into. 
We fully believe that the couple who plays together, stays together!

I’d encourage you to revisit your childhood and embrace the freedom that goes along with photographing toys or 
other objects that have an internal pull to you. If it is something you find yourself regularly doing, consider get-
ting a light box kit to set up! Used properly, it can really enhance the quality of your photographs. 

Field Trip/Mini-Challenge Ideas:

Create ‘Foodscapes’! When I first discovered Carl Warner ( www.carlwarner.com) I thought I was viewing 
some amazing, hand painted landscapes. Looks can be deceiving! It turns out he creates these incredibly realistic 
landscapes entirely made up of food. He has used salmon as a sea, broccoli as trees, potatoes as mountains and 
houses made of cheese. This is one of those things you have to see to believe, words don’t do it justice. Once you 
pick your jaw off the floor, brainstorm ideas to create your very own foodscapes!
 
Bring Objects To Life: Photographer and author Terry Border (www.bentobjects.blogspot.com ) combines his 
sense of humor with his creative vision as he ignores the old adage “don’t play with your food.” Whether he is 
posing a hot dog playing with toy sailboats in the “tub,” sliced bread with peanut butter proposing marriage to 
sliced bread with jelly, or having a cupcake with a blown up skirt (ala Marilyn Monroe) his popular photography 
is truly inspiring. Rummage through your pantry and see what ‘characters’ you find lurking there!

Window Shopping: Retail stores often have stunning displays and look wonderful lit up at night. Where permit-
ted, stop and take a few minutes to photograph them. 


